























4. Dissemination

The project outcomes will become available at the end of three years period and the
dissemination of the final outcomes will be reported at that time. The results of the baseline

data will be presented at various conferences and mestings. Presentations made so far for the
study are:

Conferences, Forums and Meetings:

i) Ontario HIV Treatment Network (OHTN) Research Conference, 2005
Plenary Session. Positive spaces Healthy places: a model of community-based
research aimed at influencing HIV, Housing and Health practice and policy.

ii) International Urban Health Conference, 2005
Poster Presentation: Social Inclusion, Social Justice and HIV/AIDS: A community-based
research approach to examine ihe link between HIV/AIDS, Health and Housing.

iif) Annual Canadian Conference on HIV/AIDS Research (CAHR), 2006

Poster Presentation: Whose capacity are we building through HIV/AIDS community-based
research?

iv) Canadian Association of Schools of Social Work (CASSW) Conference, 2006
Panel Presentation: Social Inclusion, Sccial Justice and HIV/AIDS: A community-based
research approach to examine the link between HIV/AIDS, health and housing.

v) Ontario AIDS Network- Annual General Meeting, 2006

Presentation: Positive spaces Healthy places-Encouraging participation in community-based
research

vi) The Ontario HIV outpatients Clinic Network Quarterly Meeting, June 2006

Presentation: Positive spaces Healthy places-Making a difference through participation in
community-based research.

vii) XVl International AIDS Conference, August 2006
Presentation: Building Community-Based Research Capacity Through Exploring the impact
of Housing Status on People Living with H\V/AIDS in Ontario

viii} XWI International AIDS Conference, August 2006

Satellite Symposium-Presentation: Innovations and Partnership to Improve Health
Outcomes for People Living with HIV/AIDS and Communities at Risk

5. Next Steps
How will you use this research to further your work? How will you sustain the initiatives and
partnerships developed? What are the next steps for your colfaborative?

Data Analysis: The data from the baseline survey is being screened for the following
information:

1. The housing status of PHAs in Ontario.

2. Identify the range of housing and supportive housing options currently available



w

to PHAs in Ontario, including those provided by ASOs, community-based health

and social service organizations and other housing and/or homelessness
agencies.

Identify the characteristics of appropriate housing and supportive environments
for PHAs applicable at various stages of the disease course.

Determine the kind of housing options desired or required by PHAs that will
ensure access to health care, treatment and social services.

ldentify the factors that affect the housing status and stability of PHAs; and to
understand how such factors may impact the physical and mental health of

PHAs and their access and utilization of health care, treatment and social
services,

Determine possible variations in the housing and/or homelessness experiences
of PHAs from specific communities: aboriginal communities, ethno cultural
communities, women, families, sexual minorities, youth and ex-prisoners.

Final Outcomes:; The final ouicomes will be used to esiablish

The positioning of PHAs in housing situations that improve access to health
care, treatment and social services.

Safe and stable housing situations for PHAs in communities across Ontario.

The development of effective and appropriate housing policies and supporiive
care models that suppori PHAs throughout their life course.

The outcomes of this research will be available to pursue further research, within and
outside Canada

Knowledge Transfer/Dissemination of Resuits

Stakeholders

YV VYVVVY

Research Participants
Community Members, PHA’s
AIDS Service Organizations (ASO’s) across Ontario

Community Based Organizations (CBQ’s) across Ontario related to HIV, Housing or
Homelessness

Researchers {Academic and Community-Based)
Key Decision Makers/ Policy Makers- Ministry of Health & Long Term Care

Methods Of Dissemination (Final Qutcomes)

Stakeholders: Research Participants, Community Members, ASOs, CBOs,
Housing Providers (within and outside Ontario)
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Research findings posted on the website www.healthyhousing.ca

Links to the healthy housing website through website of various ASQOs, CBOs &
Funding Agencies

Research findings to be circulated through E- Newsletter fo ASOs & CBOs

The information will further be forwarded to the service users of these agencies
Newsletier Articles

Reports- Self published Reports

Press Releases

Presentations, Workshops at Conferences

Community Forum/Briefings

OHTN-Knowledge Transfer Exchange Program

Think Tank Workshop

Stakeholders: Researchers

Scientific Journal Articles

Newsletter Articles

Academic Conferences

Press Releases

Reports-Self Published

OHTN-Knowledge Transfer Exchange Program
Website

Think Tank Workshop

Stakeholders: Key Decision Makers/Policy Makers- Ministry of Health & Long
Term Care

Report Submission- Hard Copies, E-Reports, Fact Sheets

Presentations, Workshops at Conferences

Think Tank Workshop (Attendees: Community Members, PHA's, Researchers,
Investigaiors, Policy Makers, Funders, ASO’s, CBO's)

Community Feedback

Press Releases

6. Lessons learnt/ Challenges/Barriers

Lessons Learnt

> This partnership has brought together the best of skills, ideas and experiences from all

areas. This we believe has led to a well grounded research. The research team
comprising of various AIDS Service Organizations, academic researchers and PHAs
has given the study the sight, enthusiasm and impetus that is essential for a
community-based research.

Collaboration improved quality of the procedures developed and questionnaire
designed.

Support from ASOs and CBOs is crucial to the success in meeting the targets of this
study. Community agencies provided the most effective way to reach the study
participants.

11



» Partnerships enhance the quality and broaden the scope of the research.

» Data Analysis with inclusivity and team effort of the community members, service
providers and researchers led to insights which could easily have been ignored in the
absence of any of the representative groups.

> Interpretation of data in a manner relevant to the community by the participation of
community members has projected different insight and learning.

» Collaboration in this instance has led to more useful data generation.

Challenges/Barriers
» Study Design: The designing of the survey took longer than planned.

» Training: More, In-depth training and constant support is required to guide and build
capacity of the Peers as Research Assistants of the study as they do not have
research related backgrounds.

» Recruitment and Retention: Recruitment and retention of Peer Research Assistants
has been a constant challenge. Due to personal challenges, the peer research

assistants had to take time off the study, new assistants were hired and frained on an
ongoing basis.

» Team Coordination: Coordinating the team activities of the Investigator group also
presented some challenges. The process also required extra mutual learning and
negotiation.

Addressing Challenges

» Although it tock longer to design the survey but the research approach and the
instrument became much more acceptable to participants after the input from the
community members.

» Training and constant supporti to the peer research assistants enhanced their skills and
met one of the most important objective of the community-based research i.e. building
capacity of the community

» Understanding the personal challenges of the peers as research assistants and
providing support to them led to a feeling of ownership for the study among this group.
Some of the peer research assistants even returned to the study after having
addressed their personal issues.

» Greater learning and understanding of the process of research, of community and of
the value of this research were ocutcomes a team consisting of parinership between
service providers, community members and researchers.

7. Budget vs. Actual

Attached
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